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- A Serious and Seaſondble InveCtive againſt 


SLEEPING in the CHURCH, 


" Briefly ſhewing the Sin; the Shame, and*the Danger of it. 


I. Here is nothing . that God is more concerned about in the | 
s World, than his own Glory, beingvery Jealous of his Ho- 
nour. Hence it is that Gd is ſuch an- Imp'acable Enemy 

ro Sin ; Sin being contrary to his Holy and Pure Nature, 
and conſequently a ſtain to his Honour, and DetraCting from his Glory.” 

God ſooks upon it as a great Difhonour done to. his Sacred Majeſty,when 

men are careleſs of their Garriage and Deportment before him, forgetting 

that he is a Great and a Terrible God. This is the fin and the ſhame of 
many Prerended Worſhipers of God in our Age, who no ſooner are come 
into the Society and Aſſembly of God's Peop!e, to wait upon him, and 
obtain a bleſſing from him [wanting a due ſenſe of God's Freſence, and 

Awe of his Dreadful Name] Drowtineſs polieſies, and oft-times a. Dead 

Sleep falls upon them ; ſo rhar, poor ſlumbring Souls being aſleep in 

fn, they ſleep away thcir mercies. While God is beſtowing phe gracious 


Doles of his Love and Grace, they are ſnorting in their Pews, as if they 
.were unconcerned,or had no Lot or Portion in the Matter. This Practice: 
[ſo common among Profeſſors in theſe Days, as that a Van cannot | 
tell where to go to hear a Sermon Preached, bur he ſhall find ſome of 
theſe miſerable dull Sots either Nodding their Heads up and down, or 
elſe faſt aſleep, till they ſaort again] is highly diſpleaſing to God, and 
deſerves a ſharpand ſevere Reproof. And that inaſmuch as Te 
1. Tis a very great Afront done to the Majeſty of Heaven & Earth, 
when there is no more Reſpect or Reverence ſhewn to the Erernal God, 
. No more Awe -or Dread upon the Spirits of Men. Did you believe the 
Great God was preſent, and that you were ſpeaking to him in Prayer, or 
he to you inthe Miniſtry of his Word, you would not be thus dull and 
Nleepy. Were you convinced that you were in the Houſe of God, and 


that the Place was no other than the Gate of Keaven, Gen. 28. 17. you 
would be more quick and lively than to fall aſleep there. This irreve- 
rent and unbecoming Carriage would be a great Affront to the Majeſty 
of an'Earthly King, ncither could the Petitioner-expe&-any other thing 
than to have a denial,and frown,if not committed cloſe. Priſoner for his 
eat Offence. Earthly Kings and Princes have more and greater Re- 
ped to their Honour; and who will be ſuch a difingenuous Sot, as to 
account it no Aﬀeont to the King of Heaven and all the Earth, thus Irre- 
verently ro behave themſelves in his Preſence, even when they come to 
petition his glorious Majeſty ? 


2. Tis a Diſcovery of that great Inſenſibleneſs that men labour under |. 


of their great miſery and need of Mercy. Were men convinced of the 
fad Eſtate they are in by Nature, they would be more earneſt after 
Grace and Glory; they would ſearch after it, and endeavour to obtain 
it with more livelineſs and aftivity. Who could ſleep, eſpecially at an 
Ordinance, if he ſaw himſelf on the brink of a bottomleſs Pir, or hang- 
ing by a weak Thread or Hair over Everlaſting Burnings ? No man, that 

is well in his wits,if condemned tothe Gallows, would tall aſleep while he | 
is begging his Pardon. Dull ignorant Sots Men and Women are to fall 
Snorting when they are Praying for their Immortal Sou!s. 


_ artnothiing but a Curſed Hypocrite hitherto ; that thou haſt dealt de- 
ceitfully with God, and that in the midſt of all chy Religious Pretences. ; 
Thou ſitte{t [or rather Lolleſt} in the Preſence of God, bat thine Heart 

- is far away from him. Outward Atts diſcover Inward Habits,and there 
can be no better demonſtration of a Bad Heart, than an Evil Life. And, 
who can imagine that the Heart and Soul are engaged with God in 
Duty, and Religious Worſhip, when the Body is aſleep? When the 
Senſes are locked .up, the Aﬀections cannot be vigorous m the Perfax- 
mance of their Acts. Pe ed 

4. All thy Religious Duties are horrible Abuſes ; thy Prayers are Pro- 


3- This Practice continued 1in,and allowed of, demonſtrates that thou | 


phanations of the Sacred Name of God. 7, faith the Lord, will be ſan:- 
fied in them that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified, 
Lev. 10.3. God's Name is taken in'vain, when Men Irreverently and Un- 
becomingly uſe it, without Reſpe& to the Greatneſs of his Majeſty, 
knowing that he is a Great and a Terrible God, and will not hold them 


Guiltleſs, viz. will certainly punifh thoſe that take his Name into their 


Lips in vain. 'Tis a dreadful thing ro have our Duties become Sin,'to _ 


have our —_ eſleemed bur Execrations, our Prayers but Cur- 


ſes, our Praifes and Thankſpivings but as Blaſphemies,//a 66. 3. 
IL Iris a very ſhameful thing, every one cries, Fie, Oat- upon it, 


as 2 thing that is odious and hateful : : What ? to ſleep at Church in the 


Congregation ? Is it not a ſhameful thing to have the Miniſler call out 
aloud to awaken you? and then the Eyes of all the Aſſembly. are 
upon you as one that is ridiculous: As much as to fay, 'Who is *thar 
ſhameleſs Wretch that hath no more Reſpe& to God nor Man ? let- ts 
ſee him, that we may ſet ſome Remarks upon him. Who would not bluſh 
then at ſo ſhameful a thing condemned by God, reproved by the Mint- 
ſter, deteſted and abhorred by the People ? 

HL. *'Tis not only a finful and ſhameful thing, but 'ris likewife as 
dangerous, 'Tis dangerous to dally with a Raging Lion, or to play at 
the hole ofthe poiſonous Aſp : even ſo 'tis highly dangerous to dally 
with God in his Seryixe; or to-play the Hypocrite in his Preſence. Is it 
nota dangerous thing for a MalefaCtor to fall aſleep when at his'Trial, 
if he have a Pardon w hich muſt be tendered to the Judge ? Every one 
would ſay, 'tis as much as his Life is worth, 'We are MalefaQtors before 
God, and we-come into his Preſence in Ordinances, to plead our Par. 


| don for the fake of Chriſt, and of his Merits.: And can any one that is in 


his wits, be ſo mad, as to run himſelf by his Drowſineſs into danger 
to have himſelf, and all his Pretences to a Pardon caſt -out with Scorn 
and Indignation 2 Yet ſuch mad Fools are Men and Women, . as to run 
themſelves into ſuch great danger. 

' x. Thou art in danger of being ſiruck dead in the very place : Tobe 
ſtricken dead ſuddenly in any place is terrible, but to be ſtricken dead in 
the Preſence of God, when thou art abuſing his Name and Ordinances, 
this is exceeding terrible - What ! God ſpeaking, and thou ſleeping 2 
God may juilly fay to Death, Go ſtrike that drowfie Sort at + the 
Heart, he will not hear Me, ſet him feel Thee; My Words do not reach 
his. Ears, let Thine Arrows pierce his Heart. Tr had like ro luvecot 
Eutychus his Life for Sleeping while Pau/Preached, As 20.9. And thou 
knowelt not but what was like to be Eutychus his Lot, may indeed be 
thine. Thou wilt not hear the Word of God, God may make thee feel 
his Rod : Thoutakeſt no care of thy Gor his Preſence, God may 
turn thee out of his Preſence into an Eternal State : Thou forgetteſt to 
Reverence him when'thou art before him, and God may retuſe to pre- 
ſerve thee in Life white thou art before him. 

2. Thou 2rtin danger of being ſent packing to Hell from Ordinances: 
None but an infinitely Merciful God can bear with ſuch Intollerable Af- 
fronts,& thou mayeft aſſurethy ſelf that ſooner or later Divine Vengeance 
will take hold of thee if thougo on thusto affront him ; his Hand will not 
alwaies ſpare thee neither may eſt thou think to blind the Eyes of the AL- 
mighty for ever,but thou mayeſt for ever bewail thy Abuſe of Ordinan- 
ces, by curſing thy ſelf for thy curſed Drowſineſsin the Flames of Hell. 

3. It isa terrible thing to fir under the Means of Grace, and not to 
profit by it, 'as certainly thou wilt not as long as thou indulgeſt thy ſelf 
in this curſed fluggiſh frame of Spirir: Canfſt thou be the better for Ser- 
mons that ſl:epzit them away ? the better for Prayers, when thou 
knoweſt not whar is prayed for? No, believe it, 'tis a very fad and dan- 
gerous'thing to ſit under Goſpel Ordinances, and get no good by them. 

4. The : Fi of this is the more, in that it is the ready way tobede- 
prived of Goſpel-Ordinances. Do not think that God will alwaies force 
his Goſpel and Goſpel Mininiſters ona dull, ſkeepy, ſottiſh People ; and 
without doubt, where there is a ſcarcity of the Word of the Lord, *tis 
for paſt Abuſes, and former ſlightings of it: And if God deprive us of 
his Ordinances, and cut us ſhorr.of Sermons,we may juſtly conclude, that 


among other Reaſons this may be one, our turning our Backs upon Or- 


dinances,and ſlceping away of Sermons, Let all then rememberzo Repent 
of this great ſin that is / fo ſhameful and dangerous, viz. Sleeping in the 
Church when the Word of God is Preached : And let all men ſerve him 
with Fear and"Trembling, knowing that our -God is a Jealous God, our 
God is a Conſuming Fire. | 
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